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INTRODUCTION 


I NTRODUCT I  ON 


The  purpose  of  this  report  is  to  give  the  city  of  Great  Falls  Montana 
information  about  its  parks  and  recreation  system.  It  i s  an  attempt  to  give 
some  sense  as  to  where  the  system  is  at  the  present  time,  to  make  suggestions, 
as  to  where  improvements  are  needed,  and  finally  to  point  to  possible  paths 
of  implementation  for  the  suggestions  made.  This  is  not  to  say  that  this  is 
anyway  a  comprehensive  park  and  recreation  plan  for  the  city.  It  is  a  base 
of  information,  ideas,  and  suggestion  upon  which  further  research  and  work 
could  and  hopefully  will  be  built. 

Def i n i t i ons  of  Fa rks ,  Recreat i on ,  &  Open  Space 

In  his  book,  )The  Language  <6f  .C  i  t  i  es  .  Charles  Abrams  daf  rnes  parks  as 
"An  open  space,  usually  landscaped  or  left  in  its  natural  state,,  intended  for 
outdoor  recreation  and  the  general  enjoyment  of  nature.  The  distinctive  feature 
of  a  park,  as  opposed  to  other  recreat i ona 1  areas,  is  the  opportunity  offered  for 
passive  recreation.  Parks  may  contain  play  fields,  playgrounds,  playlots,  golf 

courses,  swimming  pools,  camping  grounds,  but  none  of  these  facilities  alone 

1 

wou 1 d  make  a  park." 

Recreation  according  to  George  Bui  ter,  a  leading  recreational  expert,  is 

"Any  activity  which  is  no  consciously  performed  for  the  sake  of  any  reward 

beyond  itself,  which  is  usually  engaged  in  during  leisure,  which  offers  man 

an  outlet  for  his  physical,  mental,  or  creative  powers,  and  in  which  he  engages 

2 

because  of  an  inner  desire  and  not  because  of  outer  complusion." 

1 

Charles  Abrams,  The  Language  of  Cities-A  Glossary  of  Terms.  Vikihg  Press, 

New  York,  1971,  page  220 

2 

George  D.  Butler,  Introduction  to  Community  Recreation,  McGraw  Hill  Company, 
1959,  page  10. 
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The  final  term,  open  space,  has  been  described  as  11  space  which  is  not 

used  for  building  of  structures.  It  may  be  used  for  recreation,  water  supply, 

1 

tourism,  economic  development,  and  amenity." 

The  functions  of  open  space  are  many  and  varied.  Initially,  it  meets 
human  needs,  both  in  terms  of  physical  and  psychological  relief.  Secondly, 
open  space  serves  as  a  resource  bank  for  the  basic  elements  of  nature--  air, 
water,  plants,  soil,  and  animal  life.  Finally,  open  space  influences  economic 
development  in  many  ways.  Tourism,  employment,  urban  development  patterns, 
and  property  Values  are  all  effected  by  open  space. 

Pa rks ,  Recrea t i on ,  &  Open  Space-  A  Need 

Recent  trends  have  made  the  need  for  parks,  recreation  and  open  space  more 
critical  than  ever  before.  The  shorter  work  week  is  unlocking  untold  hours 
for  recreation.  Urbanization,  with  its  ever  increasing  population  densities, 
makes  opens  space  critical  to  allow  relief  from  the  crowding.  Our  growing 
mobility  through  the  automobile  allows  some  of  us  to  escape  to  the  wide  open 
spaces  for  recreational  enjoyment.  But  what  of  the  poor  or  the  aged,  who  are 
without  a  car?  The  need  of  good  near  at  hand  recreation  facilities  and  parks 
is  clear  for  this  segment  of  the  population.  All  signs  seem  to  indicate*.! 
that  the  need  for  parks,  recreation,  and  open  space  is  growing  and  will 
continue  to  grow  in  the  years  to  come. 

1 

Goodman  £•  Freund,  Pri nci pies  and  P ract i ces  of  U rban  P 1 ann i ng ,  1968,  page  187. 
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Why  Mun&t i pal  Recreation  &  Parks? 


Assuming  that  there  is  a  need  for  parks  and  recreation  facilities,  the 
question  should  be  asked--Why  should  the  city  of  Great  Falls  provided  such 
facilities?  Why  not  allow  private  interest  to  meet  the  need.  The  reason 
for  municipal  parks  and  recreation  are  as  follows: 

1)  Municipal  recreation  affords  a  large  segment  of  the  people  their  only  opp. 
por  tunity  for  some  form  of  wholesome  recreation. 

2)  Only  though  government  can  adequate  lands  be  acquired. 

3)  Municipal  recreation  is  comparatively  inexpensive. 

4)  The  city  government  gives  permanency  to  open  space  and  recreation. 

5)  Municipal  recreation  is  democratic  and  inclusive. 

6)  The  job  is  too  lafege  <><>r  a  private  agency. 

7)  Recreation  and  parks  play  an  important  part  of  the  local  economy. 

8)  Tkje  people  of  ttje  city  demand  it  and  are  willing  to  pay  for  it. 
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GOALS  AND 

OBJECTIVES 


GOAL  6-  OBJECTIVES 


Thus  far  this  report  has  concerned  itself  with  establ i stoflpg  a  basic 
set  of  terms  and  showing  the  needs  for  parks,  recreation,  and  open  space. 

The  next  step  in  this  planning  process  is  to  decide  upon  a  common  path  of 
action.  What  do  we  want  to  achieve,  what  are  the  ends  we  seeks?  To  ef¬ 
fectively:  plan  it  is  essential  that  all  interested  parties  are  aiming  for  the  : 
same  goals  and  objectives.  A  goal  is  the  end  result  of  ultimate  accomplishment 
toward  which  an  effort  is  directed.  To  achieve  the  final  result,  objectives 
are  established  as  intermedi  *te  steps  which  must1  be  achieved  to  accomplish  the 
overall  goal. 

In  establishing  goals  and  objectives  for  the  park  and  recreation  system, 
the  optimum  situation  would  be  to  do  a  community  attitude  survey.  The  imput 
from  the  citzens  would  clearly  show  the  needs  and  wants  of  the  community. 
Although  such  a  survey  is  forth  coming  in  the  new  comprehensive  plan,  it  is 
still  at  least  two  years  off.  Therefore, for  purposes  of  this  study,  the 
following  set  of  goals  and  objectives  were  established. 

Overal 1  Goal 

Develop  and  maintain  a  park  and  recreation  system  based  on  health,  safety, 
open  space  and  combined  use  concept  to  serve  all  members  of  the  community  on  a 
year  around  bases. 

Ob i ect  ?  ves 

l)  The  park  and  recreation  system  of  Great  Fails  should  provide  its  citzens 
with  relaxation,  adventure,  self  expression,  beauty,  knowledge,  social 
opportunities,  and  with  the  development  of  physical  and  mental  skills. 
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2)  The  system  should  include  full  park,  recreation,  and  cultural  facilities 
for  all  age  groups.  The  system  should  be  useable  for  all  seasons  6fu  the 
year,  and  it  should  provide  passive  as  well  as  active  recreation. 

3)  There  should  be  further  development  of  present  parklands  and  future  ex¬ 
pansion  of  total  acreage  in  the  park  system.  The  present  system  should  be 
strengthened  in  terms  of  neighborhood  parks,  playgrounds,  the  central  business 
district,  riverfront  development,  and  in  outlying  lands  which  have  the  po¬ 
tential  for  park  development. 

4)  Th  ere  should  be  a  systematic  development  of  the  downtown  area.  This  up¬ 
grading  of  the  central  business  district  should  include  tree  planting, 

'pedi s-tri an. mal  l *.»;fimpeove6foff  :  street' parking,  playgrounds,  and  improved 
general  maintence. 

5)  The  riverfront  area  should  have  immediate  action  taken  toward  creating 
improved  park  development,  camping  facilities,  landscaped  areas,  and  re¬ 
moval  of  the  present  blighted  areas. 

6)  The  use  of  public  park  facilities  by  the  schools  and  the  use  of  school  fac¬ 
ilities  by  the  public  should  be  encouraged  in  order  to  achieve  a  max¬ 
imization  of  the  facilities. 

7)  Present  parklands  should  be  preserved  and  open  space  acquired  in  order  to 
insure  such  space  for  future  generations,  as  well  as  to  enchance  urban 
development. 

8)  The  preservation  of  land  for  recreational  purposes  is  of  the  utmost  importance. 
In  order  to  insure  the  achievement  of  this  end,  the  city  should  develop  a 
recreational  land  bank  system.  Such  a  system  would  require  that  any  land 
removed  from  the  public  domain,  would  be  replace  by  a  parcel  of  land  of 

equal  s i ze  and  value. 
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EXISTING 
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EXISTING  RESOURCES 


PSlk  I nventofly 

An  important  part  of  the  planning  process  is  determining  the  existing 
resources  the  city  holds.  This  park  inventory  will  attempt  to  give  some  of  this 
information.  It  will  include  the  quanity  and  quality  of  the  present  parks, 
current  and  potential  uses  of  each  park, and  the  particular  open  space  amenities 
of  the  Great  Falls  Park  System. 

Def i ni ti on  of  Park  Tkpes 

Beyond  the  broad  definition  of  parks  stated  earlier,  parks  can  be  class¬ 
ified  irto  smaller  functional  groups.  The  city  of  Great  Falls  possesses  four 
types  of  parks— nei ghborhood,  community,  city,  and  regional.  They  are  defined 
as  fol lows: 

Neighborhood  Park-  a  small  area,  usually  under  seven  acres,  designed  for  im¬ 
aginative,  creative,  and  active  recreation.  The  parks  should  be  oriented 
to  children  under  fourteen  years  of  ages  and  toward  family  usage.  It  should 
be  located  within  walking  distance  of  the  neighborhood  it  serves. 

Cflmmuni tv  £arJ<-  an  area  serving  the  recreational  needs  of  all  neighborhoods 
within  a  community.  This  type  of  park  should  provide  indoor  and  outdoor, 
active  recreation  for  all  ages.  Such  facilities  as  baseball  fields,  basketball 
courts,  tennis  courts,  swimming  pools,  community  centers,  and  picnic  facilities 
are  part  of  the  facilities  found  in  a  community  jiark. 
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C i ty  Park-  a  large  area  serving  all  the  communities  within  the  city.  It  pro¬ 
vides  the  major  recreational  facilities  not  found  in  any  other  park  areas 
such  as  a  golf  course,  a  flower  garden,  or  sports  complex.  The  city  park  should 
be  oriented  to  providing  a  beautiful  natural  setting  which  is  inviting  to  all 
segments  of  the  communtiy  for  passive  as  well  as  active  recreation. 

Regional  Park-  a  very  large  area  of  open  space  which  has  unique  scenic,  top- 
graphical,  or  geographical  assets. 

A  Compar i son  Wi th  Nat i onal  Standards 

One  of  the  difficult  problems  faced  by  this  study  is  determining  how  many 
parks  are  enough.  How  many  acres  o#T1and  and  how  many  facilities  are  needed? 
These  questions  can  in  the  end  only  be  answered  by  the  community  and  its  demands. 
It  is  possible,  however,  to  get  some  guidelir\fls  by  comparing  the  existing 
park  resources  with  the  national  standards  set  forth  by  the  National  R#ck  and 
Recreation  Association.  The  chart  which  follows  will  give  this  comparsion.  It 
should  be  noted  that  the  figures  which  do  not  appear  were  omitted  because  the 
calculations  involved  in  determining  them  would  involve  a  much  wider  study  of 
the  total!  community's  recreatfioniJi  and  park  facilities.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  this  inventory  is  not  all  inclusive  and  covers  oijily  the  ci  ty's 
holdings.  Further,  the  national  standards  set  forth  are  not  hard  and  fast 
rules,  but  are  suggested  standards. 
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I  tem 


A  Compar  i  son  Of  Great  Falls  Pattk  hoi  d  i  ngs 
Wi  th  National  Standards 

City's.  Hoi d i ngs 

c: ■ 


Park  Acres  (total ) 

988 ! acres 

Neighborhood  Parks 

175  acres 

Community  Parks 

65  acres 

Ci ty  Parks 

acres 

Regional  Parks 

311  acres 

Swimming  Pools  (indoor) 

1.0 

Swimming  Po$ls  (outdoor) 

Baseball  Diamonds 

MS  ** 

Volleyball  Courts 

0 

Basketball  Courts 

13 

Gymnasi urns 

1 

Tennis  Courts 

13 

N± 

740  acres 
185  acres 
185  acres 
370  acres 
370  acres 
1.5 
3.0 


Methodology  &  Terms  of  Park  1 nventory 

The  information  found  in  the  park  inventory  comes  from  two  major  sources. 
First  4  is  the  Community  Facilities  Plan,  1974  Update*’  which  was  supplied  by  the 
City-County  Planning  Board.  The  second  source  is  from  fielddata  which  was 
gathered  by  touring  each  of  the  pity's  parks. 

Categor ?  es 

The  information  in  the  inventroy  has  been  broken  into  several  catergories, 
many  of  which  are  seif  explanatory.  Such  items  as  the  park  name,  location,  land 
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area,  within  city  limits,  how  acquired,  and  comments  are  easily  understood. 

The  other  categories  of  park  classification,  suggested  improvements,  c  . 

i 

projected  draw,  and  priority  do  require  further  explanation. 

Park  Classi f i cation 

The  item  on  park  classification  was  determined  by  use  of  the  park  defin¬ 
itions  stated  earlier.  Each  of  the  city's  parks  were  examined  and  classfied 
according  to  their  existing  usage  and  by  what  their  future  development  should 
be  aimed  toward.  Hence  each  of  the  parks  were  placed  into  oneof  the  four 
classifications—  neighborhood,  community,  city,  or  regional  parks. 

Suggested  1 mprovemeats 

The  suggested  improvements  stated  were  developed  in  two  ways.  Initially, 
they  are  my  immediate  on  site  reactions  to  the  needs  of  the  particular  park. 
These  suggestions  were  then  enlarged,  incorporating  the  ideas  and  suggestions 
made  by  others  on  a  particular  area* 

Projected  Draw 

An  important  element  of  park  planning  is  determining  the  number  of  people 
who  use  a  park.  This  is  particularly  acute  in  terms  of  neighborhood  and 
community  parks  where  most  child  oriented  recreation  takes  place.  Theiitem 
on  projected  draw  is  an  attempt  to  gain  these  figures.  The  number  in  each  of 
the  age  groupi ngs , (ages  1-5,  6-10,  11-15,  16-29),  are  based  on  figures  sup¬ 
plied  by  the  Great  Falls  School  District.  By  dividing  the  distance  between  the 
parks  equally  and  then  superimposing  the  school  district  figures  over  these 
park  "draw  areas",  each  of  the  figures  stated  were  achieved. 
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Pr i ori tv 


The  most  i mportant  1  tern  in  this  inventory  is  priority.  This  is  my  Judge¬ 
ment  on  the  order  in  which  the  parks  should  be  developed.  This  judgement 
was  based  on  the  following: 

1)  present  development  of  the  park. 

2)  location  of  park  in  relation  to  other  parkssand  thi£r  development. 

3)  the  projected  draw  of  the  park. 

4)  location  of  the  park  in  relation  to  schools  and  otheropen  spaces. 

5)  any  unique  geographical  amenities. 

6)  character  of  neighborhood  in  which  the  park  is  located. 

7)  the  size  of *.park. 

The  large  number  of  parks  made  the  development  of  a  one  by  one  priori  ty 
list  very  difficult.  In  order  to  avoid  this  problem,  the  park  development 
priority  list  is  broken;into  five  catergories.  They  are  as  follows: 

1—  The  highest  priority  group.  Each  of  these  parks  in  this  top  priori  ty 
group  were  classified  in  a  1  to  10  descending  order.  In  other  words, 
they  should  be  developed  l(l),  l(2),  1 (3 ) , . . . 1 ( 1 0) . 

‘.'••-2*-m  Parks  H*  through  20  to  be  developed,  no  order. 

3—  Parks  21  through  30  to  be  developed,  no  order. 

4 —  Parks  31  through  40  to  be  developed,  no  order. 

5—  Lowest  priority  group,  no'order. 
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Park  Priority  Development  Groupings 


Group  1 


(l)  Margaret  S-Whitter 

(5)  Heren 

(8)  Kranz 

(2)  Valley  View 

(6)  Blommingdale 

(9)  Pinski 

a  V 

(3)  Verda 

(4)  Broadwater  Bay 

(7)  Wadsworth 

(10)  Rhodes 

Group  2-- 

Carter 

Hi ghland 

Roosevel t 

Charles  Russel 

Madi son 

Sacajawee 

Hoi  land 

Horizon 

Meadowlark 

Sunnys i de 

Group  3-- 

Bel  View 

Henderson 

Ri vervi ew 

Boston  Hieghts 

Memor i al 

Sunrise  Hieghts 

Cowen  Springs 

Graybi 1 1 

Montana 

Wa  rden 

Group  4-- 

Black  Eagle 

Dudley  Anderson 

Sandra 

Buchanan 

Pleasant  View 

Tou  r i st 

Charles  Russell  Memorial 

Danny  Aust i n 

Ri versi de 

West  Hill 

Group  5-- 

Gal  1  at i n ( Jaycee) 

Morony 

T ral her  Terrace 

'€H  bsbn 

Park  Island 

Vi rginia  1 sland 

Kiwani s(North) 

Sandhi  1 1 s 

West  Kiwanis 

Lions 

Taylor  Island 

West  Side  Viadut 

O') 


Name-Bel  View  Park 


Lbcation-S.W.  Great  Falls,  along  Evergreen  Drive 

Land  Area  (acres)-9.17 

Park  Cl  ass i f i cat  ?  on-nei ghborhood 

Within  Ci tv  Limi ts-no 

How  acqui red-dedicated 

Present  Assets-i )  undeveloped 

2)large  land  area 

Suggested  I mp rovements-1 ) name  s i  gn 

2) sprinkler  system  6-  drinking  fountain 

3) more  trees 

4) creative  Playequi pment 

5) basketball  courts 

6) baseball  diamonds 

7 )  p i cni c  faci 1 i tes 
Project  Draw-(outsi de  data  area) 

Comments -The  location  of  this  park  is  in  one  of  the  rapidly  growing  sections 
of  Great  Falls.  This  being  the  case,  development  should  take  place  as  the 

need  arises. 

Prior?  ty  Group-3 
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Name-Black  Eagle  Park(Veterans  Memorial) 


Location-N. E.  Great  Falls,  between  25th  £■  38th  and  8th  Avenue  North 

band -Area  (acres) -1 94. 50 

Park  Classification-city  park 

Within  City  Limits-ves 

Present  Assets-i )  18  hole  golf  course 

2)  Club  House 

Suggested  I mprovements-1 )better  sign  markers  on  a  few  of  the  holes 

2) a  driving  range 

3)  irpprove  present  club  house 

4)  expand  Pro  Shop 
Projected  Draw-(exc1 uded .  city  park) 

Comments-  a  heavily  uses,  well  tended  course. 

Priori ty  Group-  4 
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Name-  Bloomi ngdalic  Park 


Locat i on-  along  8th  Ave.  Northwest,  between  l4tlV-&  16th  Streets 

Land  Area  (acres)-2.92 

Park  Classification-  neighborhood 

Within  Cktv  Limits-ves 

How  Acquired-ded i ca  ted 

Present  Assets-1 )  3  horse  swings(C) 

2)  1  small  crawlih,g  tunnel  (C) 

3) 1  smal l  cl imber(C) 

4)  1  bench  (no  seat) 

5)  1  basketba41  hoop 
Suggested  1 mprovements-1 )  name  sign 

2)  sprinkler  system  S-  drinking  fountain 

3)  grass  field 

4)  more  trees  especially  along  N.W.  Bypass 

5)  new  bsketball  court 

6)  baseball  diamond 

7)  creative  playequ i pment 

8)  picnic  faci 1 i ti es 

Projected  Draw-  (ages)(l-5) — 55  (6  —  1 0) — 64  ( 1 1  — 1 5 ) ——6 1  ( 1 6—20) — 44 
Comments-  This  park  could  serve  as  a  gateway  to  the  city  along  the  N.W.  Bypass 
Priori ty  Group-1 (7) 


(c)  -on  Concrete. 


(14) 


Name-Boston  Heights  Park 


Location-Central  Ave.  £  33rd  St. 

land  Area-(acres) -2. 57 

Park  Cl  ass i f i cat i on-nei ghborhood 

Within  City  Limits-yes 

How  Acqu ? red-deeded 

Present  Assets-  l)  2  Little  Leaque  size  basball  fields  (  in  disrepair) 

2)  1  basbetball  dourt  (in  disrepair) 

3)  nice  grass  and  tree  area 

4)  wading  pool  (  in  disrepair) 

Suggested  I mprovements-1 )  name  sign 

2)  much  general  maintence 

3)  creative  playequ i pment 

4)  picnic  area  to  take  advantage  of  the  nice  lawn  and 
shade. 

5)  drinking  fountain 

6)  remove  fence 

Projected  Draw-(ages)  ( 1 —5 )  —  1 84  (6  —  1 0 ) —2 1 2  ( 1 1—15) —294  ( 1 6  — 20 ) —259 
Comments -A  developed  park  in  terms  of  trees  and  grass  which  has  been  allowed 

to  run  down  badly.  Much  needs  to  be  done  to  make  this  a  viable  active 
park 

Pf i or ? ty  Group-  3 


(15) 


Name-  Broadwater  Bay  Park 


Locat i on-  along  Missouri  R. ,  between  1st  Ave.  £■  the  Warden  Bridge. 

Land  Area  (acres)-6.0 

Park  Classification-city  park 

Within  City  Limits-ves 

How  Acqu  ?  red-  Leased  from  Burlington  Northern  but  lease  expired  in  1959. 

Present  Assets-1 )  4  small  shelters 

2)  14  picnic  tables 

3)  6  Bar-B-Ques 

4)  1  basketbal  court 

5)  1  large  space  ship  climber  (on  chips) 

6)  2  swings  (C) 

7)  Play  area  on  chips  with  concrete  play  sculptures 

/  8)  rest  rooms 

9)  drinking  fountain 

10)  1  large  community  shelter 

Suggested  I mprovements-1 )  trees  or  hedge  along  River  Drive 

2)  name  s i gn 

3)  boati ng  area 

4)  sand  beach 

Projected  Draw-  (excluded,  city  park) 

Comments-  A  well  developed  park  which  should  serve  as  a  model  for  the  park  system. 
Prortty  Group-  1(5) 


(16) 


Name-Buchandn  Park 

Locat i on-  S.W.  of  Great  Falls,  Castle  Hts.  Addition 

fcafad  Area  (acres)-  4.04 

Park  Classification-  neighborhood 

Within  City  Limits-no 

How  acqu ?  red-  dedicated 

Present  Assets-i )  undeveloped 

Suggested  I mprovements-1 ) name  sign 

2)  creative  pi ayequ i pmen t 

3 )  picnic  faci 1 i t i es 

4)  trees  and  shrubs 
Projected  Draw-  (outside  data  area) 

Comments-  This  park  is  presently  outside  the  developed  area  of  Great  Falls. 

It  should  be  developed  as  the  city  expands. 

Pr ior i ty  Group-  4  ( 


07) 


Name-Carter  Park 


Locat i on-between  3rd  &  4th  Sts.  and  6th  &  7th  Avenues. 

j 

Land  Area (Acres) -2. 5 

Park  Classification-neighborhood 

Within  City  Limits-yes 

How  Acqu i red-pu rchased 

Present  Assets-1 )  1  basketball  court 

2)  3  horse  &  2  infant  swings  (C) 

3)  4  park  benches 

4)  1  merry-go-round  (C) 

5)  climbing  r i ngs  (C) 

6)  climber  &  slide  combi nat i on (C) 

7)  1  regular  cl imber 

8)  2  spring  toys 

Suggested  I mprovements-1 )  name  sign 

2)  remove  pi ayequ i pment  from  concrete 

3)  sprinkler  system  &  drinking  fountain 

4)  noise  block  on  westside  of  park 

5)  baseba 11  d i amond 

6)  pi  cn i c  fac i 1 i t i es 

7)  more  trees 

Projected  Draw-(ages)  ( 1 —5 ) — 1 3 8  (6— 10)— 182  (ll-15)-l6l  ( 1 6 —20 ) — 1 56 

Comments -Ca r ter  Park  is  located  in  a  lower  socio-economic  area  which  has  many 


ch i 1 dren . 
Priority  Group-  2 


(18) 


Name-Charl es  Russell  Park 


Locat i on-between  15th  &  17th  Avenues  So.  and  33rd  S-  34th  Streets. 

tand  Area (Aores) -20. 94 

Park  Cl  ass i  f  i  ca t  i  on-commun i  ty,'. 

Within  City  Limits-yes 
How  Acquired-ded i ca  ted 
Present  Assets-! )  2  Horseshoe  pits 

2)  3  horse  £-  2  regular  swings  (C) 

3)  1  slide  (C) 

4)  1  cl i mber  (C) 

5)  1  medium  size  shelter 

6)  1  bench 

7)  1  pi  cnic  table 

8)  1  bar-b-que  (broken) 

Suggested  1 mprovements-1 )  name  sign 

2)  sprinkler  system  &  drinking  fountain 

3)  more  trees  (  especially  around  shelter) 

4)  basketball  courts 

\  i 

5)  baseball  diamonds 

6)  creative  pi ayequ i pment 

Projected  Draw-(ages)  ( 1 —5 ) — 1 6 1  (6  —  1 0 ) — 1 84  (ll-15)-150  ( 1 6 —20 ) — 1 1 6 

Comments -Area  west  of  33rd  should  be  developed  with  creative  play  equipment, 
area  east  of  33rd  should  be  developed  for  senior  ci tz3ns  because  of 
senior  citzen  home. 

Priori ty  Group-2 


(19) 


Name-  Charles  Russell  Memorial  Park 


Locat i on-  4th  Ave.  North  &  12th  St. 

Land  Area  (Acres)-. 69 
Park  Classi f ication-ci ty 
Within  Ci tv  1 imi ts-  yes 
How  Acqu i red-deeded 

Present  Assets-1 )  Russell  Art  Gallery  &  Studio 

2)  Russel  1  home 

Suggested  Improvements-  l)  better  signing  leading  toward  the  park 

2)  landscaping  of  site 
Projected  Draw-  (excluded,  speciality  park) 

Comments-  This  is  one  of  Great  Falls  leading  attracts  and  should  be  more  widely 
publ i zed. 

Priori ty  Group-  5 


(20) 


Name-  Cowen  Springs  Park 


Locat i on-  7th  &  8th  Avenues  So.,  and  17th  &  1 8 1 h  Streets. 

i 

tand  Area  (acres)-  6.5 
Park  Classification-  neighborhood 
Within  City  Limits-yes 
How  Acqu i red-ded i ca ted 

P resent  Assets-1 )  1  basketball  court  (fenced  in) 

2)  3  tether  ball  poles  (no  balls) 

3)  1  baseball  diamond 

4)  2  merry  go  rounds 

5)  3  regular  swings 

6)  1  infant  swing  (room  for  2) 

7)  2  cl imbers 

8)  1  teeter  totter 

9)  community  shelter  &  storage  area 
Suggested  Improvements-  1 )  name  s i gn 

2)  more  trees 

3)  s£r6nk|er  systerp  $>  drinking  fountain 

4)  creative  pi ayequ i pment 

5)  break  up  flat  landscape 

6)  picnic  faci 1 i tes 

7)  improved  general  maintence 

Projected  Draw-  (ages)  ( 1 —5 ) —22 1  (6-10)-208  ( 1 1  — 1 5 ) —238  (l 6—20) —26 1 
Comments-The  park  is  surrounded  by  housing  projects  and  low  cost  apartments. 

or i tv  Group-3 


Name-  Danny  Austin  Park 


Location-  S*W„  Great  Falls.  1st  Fiesta  &  Adode  on  Ferguson  Drive  in  Grande 
Vista  Addi ti on 

Land  Area  (acres)-4. 5 

Park  Classification-  neighborhood 

Within  City  Limits-yes 

How  Acqui red-dedi cated 

Present  Assets-1 )  3  baseball  diamonds 

2)  2  basketbal 1  courts 

3)  3  horse  &  2  regular  swings  (C) 

4)  2  sptifcgg' tfcf  riders  (C) 

5)  1  smal 1  cl imber  (C) 

Suggested  I mprovements-1 )  more  trees 

2)  sprinkler  system  &  drinking  fountain 

3)  shelter  &  picnic  area 

4)  improve  quality  of  grass 

5)  name  sign 

Projected  Draw-  (ages)  ( 1 —5 ) — 1 1 7  (6—1 0) — 1 35  ( 1 1  — 1 5 ) — 1 65  ( 1 6—20) —1 56 
Comments-  a  large,  quiet  park  which  badly  needs  trees  and  other  forms  of 
plant  1 i fe. 

Pr 1 ori tv  Group-  4 

\  \ 


(22) 


Name-  Dudley  Anderson  Park 


Location-  between  7th  &  9th  Ave  So.,  and  33rd  &  35th  streets. 

i 

Land  Area  (acres)-  6.07 
Park  Classification-  community 
Within  City  Limits-ves 
How  Acqu i red-  dedicated 
Present  Assets-1 )  spray  pool 

2)  Water  Tower  Pool  S-  Change  House 

3 )  1  cl i mber 

4)  1  merry  go  round 

5)  3  ho  rse  swi ngs 

Suggested  1 mprovement&-l )  name  sign 

2)  more  trees  &  plant  life 

3)  picnic  area  near  pool 

4)  sprinkler  system 

5)  creative  pi ayequ i pment 

Projected  Draw-  (ages)  ( 1 —5 ) —46  (6—1 0) —77  (11-15)— 114  ( 1 6-20 )  —  1 99 

Comments-The  pool  is  the  park's  major  asset  and  should  be  the  focal  point  of 
development. 

Priori  tv  Group-4 


(23) 


Name-  Gallatin  Park  (  Jaycee  ) 

Local i on-  4th  Street  N.E.,  and  23rd  &  26th  Ave.  NE. 

Land  Area  (acres)-l 1 .82 
Park  Cl  ass i f i cat i on-commun i ty 
How  Acqu i red-  dedicated 
Within  City  Limits-ves 

Present  Assets-1 )  5  small  picnic  shelters  (no  tables) 

2)  1  regular,  4  infant,  &  5  horse  swings  (C) 

3)  1  merry  go  round  (C) 

4)  1  basketball  hoop 

5)  1  tether  ball  pole  (  no  ball  ) 

6)  2  benches 

7)  1  baseball  diamond 

8) 4  horseshoe  pi ts 

9)  Jaycee  swimming  pool  &  change  house 
l(>)  wading  pool  (empty) 

1 1 )  2  tenni s  courts 

Suggested  I mprovements-1 )  more  trees  &  hedge  along  roadways  (especially  along  4th  St) 

2)  sprinkler  system 

3)  large  shelter  &  picnic  area  near  pool 
Projected  Draw-  (ages)  ( 1 —5 ) —9 1  (6—1 0) — 1 48  (11-15)-162  ( 1 6—20) —1 00 
Comments-  The  park  is  well  developed  beacause  of  support  from  the  Jaycees.  This 

practice  should  be  sought  for  other  parks  and  other  civic  groups. 

Priori  tv  Group-  5 


(24) 


Name-  Gibson  Park 


\ 

Location-  along  Park  Drive  between  1st  Ave*  &;8th  Ave.  North 

Land  Area  (acres)-  60.00 

Park  Classification-  city 

Wi  thi n  City  Limi ts-  yes 

How  Acqu i red-deeded 

Present  Assets-1 )  29  picnic  tables  S-  3  Bar-B-Ques 

2)  15  benches 

3)  2  baseball  diamonds 

4)  18  flower  beds 

5)  Gibson  Lake  S-  bird  sanctuary 

6)  2  merry  go  rounds 

7)  3  horse,  4  infant,  &  12  regular  swings 

8)  1  set  of  ri ngs 

9)  4  teeter  totters  (  no  boards) 

10)  Outdoor  stage  &  seating  area 

11)  2  drinking  fountains 

Suggested  i mprovements-1 )  more  drinking  fountains 

2)  paddle  boats  on  lake 

3)  water  fountain 

4)  ' jogging  track 

5)  hedge  maze 
Projected  Draw-  (excluded,  city  park) 

Comments-  The  most  highly  developed  park  in  the  city.  Other  than  general  main 
tence  the  park  is  in  faifly  good  shape. 

Priori  tv  Group-  5 


(25) 


Name-  G ray b i 1 1  Park 

Location-  8th  &'9th  Ave.  North, 6-  34th  6-  36th  Streets. 

Land  Area  (acres)-  4.06 

Park  Classification-  neighborhood 

Within  City  Limits-ves 

How  Acquired-ded i ca ted 

Present  Assets-I )  1  basketball  court 

2)  grass  fields 

3)  1  baseball  diamond  (not  much  grass) 

4)  climbing  r i ngs 

5)  4  regular  S-  4  infant  swings 

6)  1  merry  go  round 

Suggested  Improvements-  l)  sprinkler  system  £-  drinking  fountain 

2)  more  trees  &  hedge  (especially  along  alley) 

3)  name  sign 

4)  shelter  &  picnic  area 

5)  creative  play  equipment 

Projected  Draw-  (ages)  (l-5)-l40  (6-10)-l42  (ll-15)-l69  ( 16-20) -1 38 

Comments-  a  nice  quiet  park  with  a  good  view  of  the  golf  course. 
Priority  Group-  3 


(26) 


Name-  Henderson  Park 


Location-  Skylin  Dr.  &  3rd  St.  N.E. 

» 

Land  Area  (acres^-  2.61 

Park  Classification-  nei ghgorhood 

Within  City  Limits-ves 

How  Acgui red-  ded i ca  ted 

Present  Assets-i )  undeveloped 

Suggested  lmprovements-1 )  name  sign 

2)  sprinkler  system 

3)  drinking  fountain 

4)  trees  &  plant  1 i fe 

5)  grass  field 

6)  playequ ipment 

7)  basketball  court 

8)  baseball  diamond 

9)  picnic  faci 1 i ties 

Projected  Draw-  (ages)  (l-5)-3  (6—1 0) —5  (1J-15)-14  (l6-20)-4 

Comments-  The  Riverview  area  is  badly  in  need  of  park  development. 

attention  must  be  paid  to  the  water  situation  as  i t  wi 1 1 
factor. 

Priori  tv  Group-3 


Parti cular 
be  a  limiting 


(27) 


Name-Heren  Park 


Location-44th  street,  and  4th  S-  5th  Ave.  North 

Land  Area  (acres)-  5.30 

Park  Classification-  neighborhood 

Within  City  Limits-yes 

How  Acquired-ded i ca ted 

Present  Assets-1 )  3  swings  (C) 

2)  1  small  climber  (C) 

Suggested  Improvements-  1 )  name  s i gn 

2)  sprinkler  system 

3)  drinking  fountain 

4)  improvement  of  grass  field 

5)  baseball  diamond 

6)  basketball  court 

7)  more  trees  S-  plants 

8)  picnic  faci 1 i t i es 

Projected  Draw-  (ages)  ( 1 —5 ) —584  (6-10)-700  (ll— 15)— 7 48  ( 1 6— 20) —357 

Comments-  This  is  a  large  nearly  totally  undeveloped  park  with  no  other  parks 
i n  the  area. 

Priori ty  Group-  1  (4) 


(28) 


Name-  Holland  Park 


Location-  9tb  Street  N.W.  in  NiJson 

Land  Area  (acres)-  3.26 

Park  Classification-  neighborhood 

How  Acqu i red-dedi cated 

Within  City  Limits-ves 

ft resent  Assets-1 )  grass  fields 

Suggested  I mprovements-1 )  name  sign 

2)  trees 

3)  drinking  fountain 

4)  sprinkler  system 

5)  creative  pi ayequ i pment 

6)  basketball  court 

7) baseball  diamond 

8 )  p i cni c  faci 1 i t i es 

9)  shelter 

Projected  Draw-(ages)  ( 1 —5 ) —38  (6—1 0) —3 0  (ll-l5)-43  ( 1 6—20) —27 

Comments-Thi s  park  is  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  houses  and  should  be  developed 
to  serve  the  neighborhood. 

1 

Priority  Group-  2 


(29) 


Name-  Horizon  Park 

Location-  Division  Rd.  &  29th  N.E. 

Land  Area  (acres)-l .65 

Park  Classification-  neighborhood 

Within  City  Limits-yes 

How  Acquired-ded i ca  ted 

Present  Assets-l)  Undeveloped 

Suggested  i mprovements-1 )  name  sign 

2)  trees  &  plant  1 i fe 

3)  picnic  faci 1 i ti es 

4)  creative  playecjty^ment 

5) sprinkler  system 

6)  drinki  ng  fountain 

Projected  Draw-(ages)  (l-5)-191  (6-1 0)-183  (ll-15)-158  (l6-20)-9 

Comments-  A  park  which,  if  developed  could  greatly  enhance  the  neighborhood 
Priority  Group-  2 


(30) 


Nawe-  Highland  Park  (  Mul ti -Sports) 

Location-  between  16th  &  21st  Aves.  So.,  and  between  7th  S-  13th  Sts. 

Land  Area  (acres)-l 00 
Park  Classification-city 
Within  City  Limits-yes 
How  Acqu  ?  red-  deeded 

Present  Assets-1 )  4  fenced  baseball  fields 

2)  10  sets  of  bleachers 

3)  1  f i el d-  1 i ghted  for  night  games 

4)  concession  stand 

5)  water  fountain 

6)  rest  rooms 

Suggested  I mprovements-1 )  rest  of  acreage  largely  undeveloped 

2) need  for  locker  room  facilities 

3)  sha<$*  area  along  bank 

4)  picnic  area 

5)  light  remaining  fields 
Projected  Draw-  (excluded,  city  park) 

Comments-  A  good  sports  complex  which  should  be  complimented  by  a  picnic  facility. 
Priority  Group-  2 


(31) 


Name-  Kiwanis  Park  (north) 

Locati on-  between  5th  6-  6th  Aves.  North,  and  between  23rd  &25th  Streets 
Land  Area  (acres)-  6.9*+ 

.Bark  Classif icatlon-communi ty 
Within  City  Limits^ves 
How  Acqu  i  red-rdeeded 
Present  Assets-1 )  3  tennis  courts 

2)  1  baseball  diamond 

3)  4  regular  S-  2  infant  swings 

4)  Storage  &  restroom  building 

5)  wading  pool  (unused) 

6)  tether  ball  pole  (no  ball) 

7)  cl imbi ng  bars 

8)  drinking  fountain  (bad  location) 

9)  grass  field 

Suggested  lmprovements-1 )  another  baseball  diamond 

2)  trees  &  plants  along  roadways 

3)  shelter  &  picnic  area 

4)  creative  play  equipment 

5)  open  rest  rooms 

6)  build  people  paths 

Projected  Draw-  (ages)  ( 1 —5 ) —1 49  (6—1 0) —137  (11-151-163  ^ 1 6—20) —177 
Comments-  a  highly  used  park  which  is  badly  in  need  of  play  equipment. 
Priority  Group-  5 


(32) 


Name-  Kranz  Park 


Location-  between  16th  6-  17th  St$.,  and  betweeh  3rd  &  4th  Aves.  So. 

i 

Land  Area  (acres)-  2.57 

Park  Classi f i cation-nei ghborhood 

Within  City  Limits-yes 

How  Acqui red-dedi cated 

Present  Assets-1 )  trees  &  plant  life 

2)  limited  grass  field 
Suggested  Improvements-  1 )  name  s i gn 

2)  sprinkler  system 

3)  drinking  fountain 

4) creative  playequipment 

5)  benches  along  a  walkway 

6)  remove  some  of  the  trees  to  create  more  usable 
open  space. 

7)  picnic  faci 1 i ties 

Projected  Draw-  (ages)  (l -5>-253  (6-1 0) -204  (11-15)-147  (l6-20)-232 

Comments-  This  park  is  typical  of  many  of  the  block  square  parks,  as  it  has  no 

assets  which  draw  people  into  the  park  other  than  for  passive  recreation. 
Priority  Group-  1 (8) 


(33) 


Name-  Lions  Park 


Location-  between  27th  S-  30th  Sts.,  and  between  8th  &  10  th  Aves  So. 

Land  Area  (acres)-l4.28  / 

Park  Classici cation-  community 
Within  City  Limits^ves 

I  I 

How  Acquired-  deeded 

Present  Assets-l)  2  tennis  courts 

2)  8  horseshoe  pi ts 

3)  4  picnic  tables  (all  in  a  linear  pattern) 

4)  2  basketball  courts 

5)  6  regular,  4  infant  swings  (C) 

6)  2  reg.  slides  &  1  infant  slide  (C) 

7)  2  reg.  &  1  infant  climber  (C) 

8)  3  tether  ball  poles  (no  balls)  (C) 

9)  large  shelter  with  storage  area 

10)  1  baseball  diamond 

11)  large  jet  on  poles 

Suggested  Improvements-  l)  drinking  fountain 

2)  another  baseball  diamond 

3) k rearrange  picnic  tables,  put  near  trees. 

4)  remove  jet  from  park 

5)  build  people  paths 

6)  open  rest  rooms 

Projected  Draw-  (ages)  (l-5)-127  (6-1 0)-153  (ll-l 5>-238  (l6-20)-237 

Comments-  a  well  developed  park.  This  is  caused  by  the  work  of  the  service 
organization,  the  Lions. 

Priori ty  Group-  5 


(34) 


Name-  Madison  Park 


Location-North  Riverview  Terrace  #1,  along  Riverview  C 

Land  Area  (acres)-  4.04 

Park  Classification-  neighborhood 

Within  City  Limi ts-  yes 

How  Acqu i red-  ded i ca ted 

Present  Assets-l)  grass  field 

Suggested  Improvements-  l)  Name  sign 

2)  trees  £■  plant  1  i  fe 

3)  creative  playequ i pment 

4)  sprinkler  system  6-  drinking  fountain 

5)  Picnic  area  &  shelter 

6)  basketball  court 

7)  baseball  diamond 

Projected  Draw-  (ages)  ( 1 -5) -72  (6-10)-113  (ll-15)-l68  (l6-20)-108 

Comments-  Madison  Park  is  typical  of  the  lack  of  park  development  in  the  River 
view  area.  This  area  of  the  city  is  the  most  in  need  of  parks. 
Priority  Group-  2 


(35) 


Name-  Margaret  &  Whitter  Park 

Location-  On  either  side  of  the  civic  center  at  the  end  of  Central  Ave. 

Land  Area  (acres)-  2.35 
Park  Cl  ass  if i cati on-communi ty 
Within  City  Limits-yes 
How  Acou i red-deeded 
Present  Assets-1 )  flower  beds 

2)  grass  field 

3)  trees 

4)  a  few  benches 

Suggested  improvements-  l)  develop  area  which  is  oriented  toward  senior  citzens. 

2)  concrete  tables  with  chess  board  inset 

3)  shuffle  board 

4)  create  a  social  meeting  place 

5)  Place  special  emphasis  in  this  park  to  create  a 
“center  piece"  of  the  city. 

6)  remove  Civic  Center  sign 

Projected  Draw-  (ages) ( i -5) -1 32  (6— 10)— 1 45  ( 1 1 —1 5) —l 32  ( 1 6— 20 ) — 1 38 

Comments-  These  two  parks  should  be  developed  as  a  social  center  of  the  city, 
especially  in  terms  of  senior  citzens. 

Prior?  ty  Grour  ~  1  ( 1 ) 


(36) 


Name-Meadow 1 a rk  Park 

Location-  Junpier  Ave.  &  Fox  Farm  Road  in  the  Country  Club  addition 

Land  Area  (acres)-' 11.35 

Park  Classification-  neighborhood 

W? th? n  City  Limi ts-  yes 

How  Acqu i red-  dedicated 

Present  Assets-i )  1  baseball  diamond 

2)  good  grass  fie4d 

3)  trees  along  Junpier  Ave. 

Suggested  Improvements-  1 )  name  s i gn 

2)  creative  pfea yequ i pment 

3)  more  trees  £•  plant  life 

4)  shelter  &  picnic  area 

5)  basketball  court 

6)  another  baseball  diamond 

7)  people  paths 

Projected  Draw-  (ages)  (l-5)-77  (6-1 0)-139  (l 1 -1 5)-l 71  (l6-20)T  122 

Comments-Meadowi  ark  is  ready  for  further  development,  as  none  of  the  parks 
this  area  have  much  in  the  way  of  active  recreation  facilties. 
Priori ty  Group-2 


(37) 


Name-Memorial  Park 

Location-  between  2nd  &  3rd  Aves.  North,  and  between  19th  $•  20th  Sts. 

Land  Area  (acres)-  2.57 

Park  Classification-  neighborhood 

Wi thi n  City  Limi ts-  yes 

How  Acqu i red-  dedicated 

Present  Assets-! )  many  large  trees 

2)  planter  in  center  of  park 

3)  start  of  a  walking  path  system 
Suggested  Improvements-! )  name  sign 

2)  sprinkler  system  &  drinking  fountain 

3)  complete  walking  path  system 

4)  plant  life  sound  barrier  along  2nd  Ave.  North. 

5)  place  chips  in  planter,  use  as  site  for  creative 
pi  ay equipment. 

6)  picnic  facl i ties 

7)  a  good  place  for  the  city's  new  play  art. 

Projected  Draw-  (ages)  ( 1 —5 ) — 1 6 1  (6—1 0) —1 97  (11 —1 5 ) —1 87  ( 1 6—20) —206 

Comments-  Something  should  be  done  with  this  and  the  other  blcok  square  parks 

in  order  to  attract  people  into  them  rather  than  just  by  them. 
Priority  Group-  <3 


(38) 


Name-  Montana  Park 


Location-  afong  Fox  Farm  Rd.  between  18th  Ave.  S.W.  &  Forest  Ave. 

Land  Area  (acres)-  9.09 

Park  Classif ication-nei ghborhood 

Withiq  City  Limits-ves 

How  Acouired-ded i ca  ted 

Present  Assets-  l)  undeveloped 

Suggested  improvements-  l)  plant  grass 

2)  plant  trees  &  hedge  (especially  along  Fox  Farm  Rd.) 

3)  sprinkler  system  S-  drinking  fountain 

4)  creative  playequipment  (place  on  south  end) 

5)  baseball  diamond 

6)  basketball  court 

7)  picnic  area 

8)  name  sign 

9)  shelter 

Projected  Draw-  (ages)  (l-5)-95  (6-10)-107  (l 1 -1 5)-l 18  (l6-20)-86 

Comments-the  park  has  a  unique  location  and  because  it  is  totally  undeveloped, 
it  should  be  looked  at  closely  for  development. 

Priority  Group-  3 


(33) 


Name-  Morony  Park 

Location-  between  12th  £•  13th  Sts,  and  between  2nd  £-  3rd  Ave.  North 

Land  Area  (acres)-  2.57 

Park  Classification-  community 

Within  City  Limits-yes 

How  Acqu j  red-  dedicated 

Present  Assets-1 )  Morony  Pool  &  Change  house 

2)  2  baby  swings  (C) 

3)  1  climber  (C) 

4)  1  basketball  hoop 

5)  parking  lot 

6 )  bike  racks 

Suggested  Improvements-  l)  improve  drainage  in  grass  area 

2)  remove  present  play  equipment  from  asphalt 

3)  expand  amount  of  play  equipment 

4)  another  basketball  hoop  to  complete  court 

5)  a  plant  sound  block  along  2nd  Ave.  No. 

6)  picnic  faci 1 i ties 

7)  paddle  bal 1  court 

8)  name  sign 

Projected  Draw-  (ages)  (l-5)-276  (6—1 0) —205  (11—15) —3 1 2  (l6-20)-300 

Comments-  The  attraction  of  the  pool  should  be  complimented  by  picnic  facilities. 
Priority  Group-  5 


(46) 


Name-  Park  Island 

Locat ion-  South  of  10  Ave  So.  Bridge  in  Missouri  River 

i 

band  Area  (acres)-  48.81 

Park  Classification-  regional 

Within  City  Limits-yes 

How  Acqu i red-deeded  (  to  be  dedicated) 

Present  Assets-1 )  5  damaged  fireplaces 

2)  unique  location  and  site 
Suggested  Improvements-! )  leave  in  natural  state 

2)  add  a  boat  landing  ramp 

Priority  Group-  5 

Projected  Draw-  (  rtptoincl uded,  regional  park) 

Comment si  Park  Island  is  a  very  unique  part  of  the  park  system.  Being  only 
10  minutes  from  downtown,  it  offers  a  true  wilderness  surrounding 
with  the  beauty  of  the  Missouri.  I  feel  it  should  be  left  in  it's 
undeveloped  state. 


(41) 


Name-  Pleasant  View  Park 


Locat i on-  2  miles  So  of  10th  Ave  So.  on  Upper  River  Road. 

Land  Area  (acres)-2 . 42 

Park  Classification-  neighborhood 

Within  City  Limits-  no 

How  Acqu i red  Dedicated 

Present  Assets-  l)  undeveloped 

Suggested  improvements-  l)  name  sign 

2)  creative  pi ayequ i pment 

3)  trees  S-  hedge 

4)  picnic  f aci 1 i t i es 

5)  sprinkler  system  £•  drinking  fountain 
Projected  Draw-  (outside  of  data  area) 

Comments-  a  park  whose  development  should  take  place  as  the  need  arises. 
Priori ty  Group-  5 


(42) 


Natafe-  P inski  Park 


Location-  5th  Ave.  So.  Between  46th  S-  48th  Sts. 

■■  . .  —  i  » 

Land  Area  $acres)-9.36 

Park  Classification-  neighborhood 

Wi thi n  City  Limi ts-  yes 

How  Acqu i red-  dedicated 

Present  Assets-1 )  1  baseball  diamond 

2)  1  slide  (C) 

3)  1  dome  cl imber  (C) 

4)  2  horse  swings  (C) 

5)  1  bench  (in  disrepair) 

Suggested  Improvements-  1 )  name  s i gn 

2)  more  trees  £•  plant  life  (especially  along  South  side) 

3)  sprinkler  system  &  drinking  fountain 

4)  basketball  court 

5)  creative  pi ayequ i pment 

6)  picnic  facilities  &  shelter 

7)  a  sled  run  from  S.W  iaN.W. 

Projected  Draw-  (ages)  ( 1 —5 ) —43 2  (6—1 0) —458  ( 1 1—15) —3 93  ( 1 6—20) —28 1 

Comments-  Pinski  has  a  lot  of  room  for  further  development  to  a  make  it  a 
more  acti ve  park. 

Priori ty  Group-1 (9) 


(43) 


Name-  Rhodes  Park 


Locati on-  Central  Ave.  &  1st  Ave  So.,  between  8th  &  9th  Sts. 

Land  Area  (acres)"  2.57 
Park  Classification"  neighborhood 
Within  City  Limi ts-  yes 
How  Acqu j  red-  dedicated 
Present  Assets-1 )  trees 

2)  a  few  flowers 

3)  next  to  school 

Suggested  Improvements-  1 )  name  s i gn 

2)  sprinkler  system  £•  drinking  fountain 

3 )  picnic  f ac i 1 i t i es 

4)  creative  pi ayequ i pment  along  1st  Ave  So. 

5)  people  paths 

6)  remove  some  of  the  trees  to  create  more  open  space 

7)  add  hedge  as  noise  block  along  Central  Ave. 

8)  development  should  be  in  cooperation  with  school 

Projected  Draw-  (ages)  (l-5)-212  (6—1 0)— 1 71  ( 1 1 -1 5) -188  (16— 20)— 158 

Comment!-  This  park  should  be  developed  to  encourage  lunch  time  picnic  users 

from  surrounding  businesses. 

Pri ori ty  Group-  1  ( 1  0 ) 


(44) 


Name-  Riverside  Park 


Locati on-  north  of  Central  Avenue  West  Bridge,  along  Riverdrive. 

i 

Land  Area  (acres)-  40.00 
Park  Classification-  city 
Within  City  Limi ts-  yes 
How  Acquired-  dedicated 
Presest  iAs6efcs*»$)  5  -  benbhes ■. ; ^ 

2)  6  smal 1  shel ters 

3)  8  bar-b-ques 

4)  3  horse  S-  2  regular  swings  (C) 

5)  1  horse  cl imber  (C) 

6)  3  picnic  tables 

7)  8  horseshoe  pi ts 

8)  4  tenni'S  courts 

9)  3  drinking  fountains 

10)  1  slide  £•  climber  combination 

11)  ’2  large  flower  beds 

Suggested  Improvements-  l)  further  development  directly  along  river  bank 

2)  improve  watering  of  much  of  grass  area 

3)  several  more  baseball  diamonds 

4)  build  a  large  community  shelter 

5)  build  people  paths 
Estimated  Draw-  (excluded,  city  park) 

Comments-  Park  should  be  developed  foo^all  year,  family  usage. 

Priority  Group-  4 


(45) 


Name"  Riverview  Park 

Loca t i on"  Between  Smelter  Ave.  &  18th  Ave  N.W. ,  along  2nd  St.  N.W. 

Land  Area  (acres)"  4.53 
Park  Classification"  neighborhood 
Within  City  Limi ts-  yes 
How  Acqu i red-  dedicated 

Present  Assets"! )  trees  along  2nd  St.  6-  1 8 1 h  Ave.  Only 

2)  1  baseball  diamond 
Suggested  Improvements"  1 )  name  s i gn 

2)  trees,  hedge  (especially  along  Smelter  Ave  to  act  as 

noise  block) 

3)  creative  pi ayequ i pment 

4)  another  baseball  diamond 

5)  basketball  court 

6)  sprinkler  system  &  drinking  fountain 

7)  picnic  f aci 1 i t i es 

8)  community  shelter 

Projected  Draw  (ages)  ( 1 —5 ) —66  (6—1 0 ) —88  (l 1— 15)— 1 44  ( 1 6—20 ) — 1 1 8 

Comments-  Emphasis  should  be  placed  on  active  recreation  for  use  by  school 
and  surrounding  neighborhood. 

Priori  tv  Group-  3 


(46) 


Namfe-  Roosevelt  Park 


Loca t  i on -between  2nd  £■  3rd  Aves  North,  andbetween  24th  &  25th  Sts. 

Land  Area  (acres)-2. 56  v 

Park  Classification-  neighborhood 

Within  City  Li  mi ts-  yes 

How  Acqu i red  -  traded 

Present  Assets-! )  lots  of  trees 

2)  grass  field 

3)  centralized  location  within  city 
Suggested  Improvements-  l )  name  s i gn 

2)  sprinkler  system  &  drinking  fountain 

3)  picnic  faci 1 i ti es 

4)  creative  play  equipment  (  on  east  side,  near  school) 

5)  take  out  some  of  the  trees  to  create  more  open  space 

6)  build  people  paths 

7)  add  hedge  &  low  plants 

Estimated  Draw-  (ages)  (l-5)-l54  (6-1 0) -1 57  (11-15)-192  (l6-20)-200 

Comments-  Another  undeveloped  block  square  park  in  the  central  part  of  the 
ci  ty. 

Priority  Group-  2 


(47) 


Name-  Sacajawea  Park 


Locat  i on-  along  6th  St.  S-  29th  Ave  N.E. 

Land  Area  (acres)-3 . 5 

Park  Classification-  neighborhood 

Within  City  Limi ts-  yes 

How  Acquired-  dedicated 

Present  Assets-  l)  undeveloped 

Suggested  Improvements-  1 )  name  s i gn 

2)  creative  pi ayequ i pment 

3)  sprinkler  system 

4)  drinking  fountain 

5)  trees 

6)  hedge 

7)  grass  field 

Projected  Draw*  (ages)  (  1 —5 )  —  1 3 7  (6— 10)  — 191  (11—15) —223  ( 1 6— 20 )  —  1 1 8 

Comments-  Any  park  development  in  Riverview  would  greatly  enhance  the  whol 
area. 

Priority  Group-2 


(48) 


Name-  San.dhills  Park 


Location-  between  13th  £  1 6 1 h  Aves.  So.  along  26th  St. 

Land  Area  (acres)-  13.15 

Park  Classification-  neighborhood 

Within  City  Limi ts-  no 

How  Acquired-  dedicated 

Present  Assets-1 )  1  picnic  table 

2)  sprinkler  system 

3)  nice  landscaping  to  serve  hospital 

4)  large  land  area 

Suggested  Improvements-  l)  expansion  of  developed  area 

2)  creative  pi ayequ i pment 

3)  name  sign 

4)  drinking  fountain 

5)  a  system  people  paths 

6)  more  picnic  facilties 

7)  horseshoe  pi ts 

Projected  Draw-(ages)  (l-5)-6  (6-*10)-6  (11-15)-14  ( 1 6— 20)  —8 

Comments-  Further  development  along  existing  lines.  The  park  would  serve 
neighborhood,  but  could  better  serve  the  hospital. 

Priori ty  Group-  5 


(49) 


Name-  Sandra  Park 


Loca  ti on-  3  miles  south  of  10th  Ave  So.  off  River  Road. 

Land  Area  (acres)-  2.87 

Park  Classification-  neighborhood 

Within  City  Limi ts' -  no 

How  Acqu i red-  dedicated 

Present  Assets-l)  undeveloped 

Suggested  I mprovements-1 )  name  sign 

2)  trees 

3)  hedge 

4)  grass  field 

5)  picnic  f ac i 1 i t i es 

6)  sprinkler  systerrt 

7)  drinking  fountain 

8)  basketbal 1  court 

9)  baseball  diamond 

Projected  Draw-  (outside  of  data  area) 

Comments-  Park  should  be  developed  for  active,  child  oriented  recreation 
Priori  tv  Group-  4 


(50) 


Name  -  Sunnyside  Park 


Loca t i on-’  between  15th  £•  High  Sts.,  andb'etween  14th  S-  1 6 1 h  Ave.  So. 

Land  Area  (acees)-  2.14 

Park  Classification-  neighborhood 

Within  City  Limi ts-  yes 

How  acqu i red-  dedicated 

Present  Assets-  l)  1  basketball  court 

2)  1  smal 1  slide 

3)  1  tether  ball  pole  (no  ball) 

4)  3  infant  S-  4  regular  swings  (C) 

5)  1  cl i mber  (C) 

Suggested  Improvements-  l)  name  sign 

2)  Sprinkler  system 

3)  drinking  fountain 

4)  baseball  diamond 

5)  storage  shelter  for  recreation  program 

6)  grass  field 

7)  plant  trees  £-  hedge 

Projected  Draw-(ages)  (l-5)-265  (6-1 0) -252  ( 1 1 -1 5) -285  ( 1 6-20) -1 85 

Comments-  Should  be  an  expansion  of  facilities  for  active  as  well  as  child 
oriented  recreation 
Pri or i ty  Group-  2 


(51) 


Name-  Sunrise  Heights  Park 


Locat i on-  between  8th  6-  9th  Ave.  So.  along  40th  St. 

Land  Area  (acres)-  2.22 

Within  City  Limi ts-  yes 

How  Acqu i red-  dedicated 

Park  Classification-  neighborhood 

Present  Assets-  l)  6  reg.  swings  (C) 

2)  3  horse  swings  (C) 

3)  1  cl imber 

4)  1  merry  go  round 

5)  green,  well  kept  lawn 
Suggested  Improvements-  l)  baseball  diamond 

2)  basketba 1 1  court 

3)  name  sign 

4)  storage  area  for  recreation  equipment 

5)  sprinkler  system 

6)  more  trees 

7)  plant  hedge 

8)  picnic  fac i 1 i t i es 

Projected  Draw-  (ages)  ( 1 —5 ) —77  (6—1 0) — 1 07  (l 1— 15)— 1 49  ( 1 6— 20 ) —116 

Comments-  Break  up  1 i nea r pattern  of  playground  equipment  and  blockish  nature 
of  park. 

Priority  G  roup-  3 


(52) 


Name-  Taylor  Island 

■  L  i 

Locat i on-  South  of  park  Island  in  Missouri  River 

Land  Area-  20.92 

Within  City  Limi ts-  yes 

How  Acqu i red-  deeded  (to  be  dedicated) 

Park  Classification-  regional 
P resent  Assets-1 )  unique  geographical  location 

2)  undeveloped 

3)  large  land  area 

Suggested  Improvements-  l)  boat  dock 

f 

2)  nature  trail 

Projected  Draw-  (excluded,  regional  park) 

Comments-  The  unique  nature  of  this  island  requires  a  good  deal  of  careful 
thought  and  planning  before  any  development  should  take  place 
which  might  spoil  this  wilderness  area. 

Priori ty  Group-  5 


(53) 


Name-Tourist  Park 


Location-  along  River  Drive,  south  of  1st  Ave  North  Bridge,  behind  Civic  Center 

Land  Area  (acres)-  8.0 

Park  Classification-  city 

How  Acquired-  deeded 

Within  City  Limi ts-  yes 

Present  AssetS-1 )  4  small  shelters 

2)  11  pi cni c  tables 

3)  1  smal 1  cl imber  (C) 

4)  Mitchell  Pool  S-  Change  House 

5)  wading  pool 

6)  3  horse  swings 

7)  5  benches 

8)  location  along  Missouri  River 
Suggested  Improvements-  l)  name  sign 

2)  community  shelter 

3)  bike  racks  near  pool 

4)  a  better  connection  with  Gibson  and  Riverside  parks 
Projected  Draw-  (excluded,  city  park) 

Comments-  Tourist  Park's  development  along  the  river  bank  is  serving  the  demand  for 
picnic  area  which  is  next  to  the  water. 

Priori  tv  Group-  4 


(5*0 


Name-  Trailer  Terrace  Park 

Location-  about  3i  miles  south  of  10th  Ave  So.  on  Missouri 

Park  Classification-  neighborhood 

Land  Area  (acres)-  1 . 68 

Within  City  Lim?  ts-  no 

How  Acqu i red-  dedicated 

Present  Assets-i )  undeveloped 

2)  location  on  river 
Suggested  I mprovements-1 )  name  sign 

2)  trees 

3)  plant  hedge 

4)  sprinkler  system 

5)  picnic  faci 1 i t i es 

6)  creative  pi ayequ Lpment 
Projected  Draw-  (excluded,  outside  of  data  area) 

Comments-  Development  should  take  place  in  future  as  need  arises 
Priori  tv  Group-  5 


(55) 


Name-  Valley  View  Park 


Locat i on-  along  10th  Ave.  N.W.  between  12th  £-  1 5 1 h  Sts.  N.W. 

Park  Classification-  neighborhood 

Land  Area(acres)-  9.08 

How  Acqu i red*  dedicated 

Within  City  Limi ts-  yes 

Present  Assets-1 )  1  baseball  diamond 

2)  a  few  trees  along  10th  Ave  N.W. 

3)  grass  field 

Suggested  Improvements-  l)  name  sign 

2)  sprinkler  system 

3)  drinking  fountain 

4)  basketball  courts 

5)  creative  pi ayequ i pment 

6)  shelter  £•  picnic  area 

7)  people  path  system 

8) horseshoe  pi ts 

Projected  Draw-  (no  data  avail ible) 

Comments-  This  whole  area  needs  park  development  especially  in  terms  of  active 
recreat i on 

Priori ty  Group-  1 (2) 


(56) 


Name-  Verda  Park 

i 

toca t i on-  along  Verda  Drive,  between  16th  £-  19th  Ave  So. 

Land  Area  (acres)-  8.0 

Park  Classification-  neighborhood 

How  Acqu i red-  dedicated 

I 

Within  City  Li  mi ts-  yes 

Present  Assets-1 )  1  merry  go  round  (C) 

2)  1  basketball  hoop 

3)  4  swings  (C) 

4)  2  horse  swings  (C) 

5)  2  si i des  (C) 

6)  1  turtle  cl i mber 

7)  2  teeter  totters  (C) 

8)  1  baseball  diamond 
Suggested  Improvements-  l)  trees 

2)  sprinkler  system  &  drinking  fountain 

3 )  picnic  faci 1 i t i es 

4)  rework  grass  fi&ld 

5)  name  sign 

Projected  draw-(ages)  ( 1 —5 ) — 1 94  (6— 1 0) — 1 85  (11— 15)— 1 99  ( 1 6-20) —1 59 

feflfflfflSfl The  barren  nature  of  this  park  makes  the  need  for  water  and  trees 

the  top  two  priorities. 

Priori ty  Group-  1 (4) 


(57) 


Name-  Virginia  Island 


Loca t i on-  in  the  Missouri  River,  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Sun  River. 
Park  Classification-  regional 
Land  Area  (acres)-l . 50 

How  Acqu i red-  purchased  (to  be  dedicated) 

Within  City  Limi ts-  yes 

Present  Assets-1 )  none  its  underwater 

Suggested  Improvements-  no  development  is  possible  as  the  island  is  not 

geographically  stable  enough  to  make  development 
wi  se. 

Projected  Draw-  (excluded,  regional  park) 

Comments-  what  can  I  say? 

Pr ior i ty  Group-5 


(58) 


Name-  Wadsworth  Park 


Location-  west  of  Great  Falls,  along  the  Sun'Riwer 

Land  Area  (acres)-  240.00 

Park  Classification-  regional 

Within  City  Limi ts-  no 

How  Acqu i red-  deeded 

P resent  Assets-1 )  largest  single  area  of  land  in  park  system 

2)  Great  Falls  Skeet  Club 

3)  Archery  Range 

4) Police  Pistol  Range 

5)  picnic  faci 1 i t i es 

Suggested  Improvements-  l)  remove  junk  cars 

2)  improve  flood  conditions  of  Sun  River 

3)  a  great  site  for  a  zoo 

4)  camping  facilities  along  riverbarak 
Projected  Draw-  (excluded,  city  park) 

Comments-  Th i s  park  has  great  possibilities  because  of  its  size. 

in  conjuntion  with  a  zoo  is  but  one  ot  the  many. 

Priori ty  Group-  1(6) 


Camp i ng 


(59) 


Name-  Warden  Park 


Loca t i on-  between  10th  Ave.  So.  &  13th  Ave  So.,  between  1st  St.  So.  S-  5st  So. 

Park  Classification-  neighborhood 

Land  Area  (acres)-  18.87 

How  Acqu i red-deeded  (to  be  dedicated) 

Within  City  Limi ts-  yes 
Present  Assets-  l)  undeveloped 

2)  good  view  of  city 

Suggested  Improvements-  l)  some  thought  should  be  given  to  selling  this  park 

2)  once  area  is  defined,  development  should  be  high  on 
the  bluff  to  capitalize  on  view. 

3 )  name  s i gn 

4)  sprinkler  system  &  drinking  fountain 

5)  trees  &  hedge 

6)  creative  play  equipment 

7)  pi cni c  faci 1 i ties 

Projected  Draw-  (ages)  ( 1 —5 ) —69  (6—1 0) —79  ( 1  1—15) —86  ( 1 6 — 20 ) —66 

Comments-  Thi s  is  a  questionable  piece  of  property  for  development. 

Priority  Group  -3 
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Name-  West  Hill  Park 


Locat i on- .west  of  Great  Falls,  east  of  airport,  and  north  of  4th  West  Hill 
Drive 

Land  Area  (acres)-7 . 88 

How  Acquired-  dedicated 

Within  City  Limi ts-  yes 

Park  Classification-  neighborhood 

Present  Assets-  l)  undeveloped 

Suggested  Improvements-  l)  the  geographical  location  of  this  park  on  a  hill 

side  makes  development  difficult,  if  ndtimpossibl 
Some  thought  should  be  given  to  selling  or 
trading  this  property. 

Projected  Draw-  (ages)  (l-5)-51  (6-1 0) -60  (ll-l5)-53  ( 1 6-20) -53 

Comments-  development  would  be  difficult  and  costly 
Priori ty  group-  5 
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Name"  West  Kiwanis  Park 


LocaUon-  between  1st  Ave.  N.W.  &  3rd  Ave.  N.W.,  and  between  7th  &  9th  Sts 
Land  Area-(acres) -  9.45 

Park  Classification"  neighborhood 
How  Acquired  -deeded  (to  be  dedicated) 

Within  City  Limits-  yes 

jjr..e.ser|t  Asset s-I )  3  reg.  swings  (C) 

2)  1  basketball  court 

3)  2  tennis  courts 
*0  3  chinning  bars 

5)  1  set  of  Monkey  bars 

6)  2  tether  ball  poles  (  no  balls) 

7)  2  baseball  diamonds 

8)  1  slide  (C ) 

10)  room  for  6  teeter-totters 

11)  1  large  shelter  and  storage  area 
Suggested  Improvements-  l)  more  trees  along  roads 

2)  a  footbal 1  field 

3)  creative  pi ayequ i pment 
^+)  sprinkler  system 

3)  much  general  maintence 

6)  picnic  faci 1 i ties 

7)  name  sign 

Projected  Draw-  (ages)  (l-5)-2l2  (6-IO)-192  (II-I5M82-  (16-20)-l84 

Comments.-  Should  be  a  highly  active  neighborhood  park 
Priori  tv  Group-  5 
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Name-  West  Side  Viaduct  Park 


Location-  along  Central  Ave  West,  between  15th  &  16th  Sts. 

Land  Area  (acres)-  2.50 

How  Acquired-  dedicated 

Within  City  Limits-  yes 

Park  Classification-  neighborhood 

Present  Assets-  l)  undeveloped 

Suggested  Improvements-  l)  remove  the  junk  which  is  all  over  the  park 

2)  plant  trees 

3)  grass 

4)  sprinkler  system  &  drinking  fountain 

5)  creative  pi ayequ i pment 

6)  name  sign 

7)  picnic  faci 1 i t i es 

Projected  Draw-  (ages)  ( 1 -5 ) -22  (6-1 0) -38  (ll-15)-46  ( 16-20) -35 

Comments-  Rather  than  go  to  all  the  expense  of  developing  a  marginal  park 
some  serious  thought  should  be  given  to  sel  lilhg  the  land. 
Priority  Group-  5 
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Recreat i on  1 nventory 


The  recreation  program  offered  by  the  city  of  Great  Falls  consists  of  a 
wide  variety  of  activities  for  all  age  groups.  Even  with  a  limited  budget, 
the  program  offers  excellent  recreational  opportunities  usually  found  only  in 
in  cities  whose  recreation  expenditures  are  several  times  as  large.  Most 
of  the  credit  for  this  accomplishment  should  go  to  the  department's  director, 
Tom  Sullivan.  Through  his  personal  involvement  with  all  segments  of  the  com¬ 
munity  and  his  willingness  to  be  innovative,  the  program  is  on  very  solid 
ground . 

Goals  &  Ob  j  ect i ves  of  the  Recreat i on  Department 

The  following  set  of  goals  and  Objectives  are  those  determined  by  the 
Recreation  department  in  their  effort  to  meet  the  recreational  needs  of  the 
ci  ty . 

Overa 1 1  Goa  1  -  To  provide  the  city  of  Great  Falls  with  a  well  rounded  recreation 
program.  The  program  should  be  of  interest  to  all  age  groups  on  a  year  round 
basis.  Indiviual  programs  should  Vary  in  importance  to  the  community. 

Ob  j  ec  t i ves-  l)  Develop  self  leadership  amoung  individuals  and  groups. 

2)  Serve  the  entire  community. 

3)  Develop  an  active,  involving  program. 

4)  Provide  a  wide  variety  of  leisure  opportunities  which'  are 
accessible,  safe,  physically  attractive,  and  enjoyable. 

5)  Contribute  to  the  mental  and  physical  health  of  the  community. 


(64) 


Overview  of  Program 


In  keeping  with  it's  objective  of  offering  a  wide  variety  of  activities 
for  all  seasons,  the  Recreation  Department  divides  its  activities  into  six 
categories-  Summer,  Fall,  Winter*  Spring,  all  seasons,  and  special  events. 
Although  the  number  of  indiviual  activities  will  vary  from  year  to  year,  the 
following  is  a  numerical  summary  of  the  activities  offered  for  1974-75. 


Caterqory 

Summer 

Fa  1  1 

Winter 

Spring 

A1 1  Seasons 

Special  Events 

Tota  1 


Number  of  Act i v i ties 
41 
4 
6 
2 

10 

11 

78 


Indiviual  Act i vi ties 


The  indiviual  activities  of  the  Recreation  Department  area  as  follows 
for  the  year  1974-75.  It  must  be  remembered  that  from  year  to  year  there  will 
be  changes  in  certain.-  of  these  items  as  the  demands  of  the  community  change 


Swimming 

71  swimming  instructions  (all  ages) 

2)  women's  swim  £■  trim 

3 )  hand  i cap  swim  (all  ages) 

4)  housewife  swim 

5)  businessman  swim 

6)  working  women* swim 

7 )  scuba  diving 

P 1 aygrounds 

1)  supervised  (ages  5-13) 

2)  traveling  (ages  5-13) 

3)  arts  Sr  crafts  (5-13) 

4)  movies  (ages  5-13) 

Baseba 1 1  &  Sof tba 1 1 
77  Knee  -  High  (ages  6-9) 

2)  girls  softball  (ages  9-16) 


8)  open  swim  (all  ages) 

9)  boyscouts  swim 
fo>  girl  scout  swi m 

11)  competitive  swimming 

12)  girl's  swim  Sr  trim 

13)  1 i f esa vi ng 


5)  puppets/story  telling  (ages  5-13) 

6)  nature  lore  (ages  5 - 1  3 ) 

7)  handicap  arts  S-  crafts 


3)  open  league  Softball 

4)  handi cap  sof t ba 1  I 
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Gymnast i cs 

1)  traveling  (ages  5-13) 

2)  indoor  (ages  6-18) 

Baton 

75  instruction  (ages  6  —  1 7 ) 

Tenn i s 

75  i  nstructi on  (ages  9-18) 

2)  housewife  tennis 

Phys i ca 1  F i tness 

1 )  boys  wi eght  training  (ages  13-21) 

2)  boys  jog-excerci se  (  ages  13-21) 

S  ka  t  i  n  q 

7)  boy s  hockey  (ages  6-1 5) 

2)  ice  skating  (open) 

Bas  ketba 1 1 

7)  open  (gi r 1 s  13-18) 

2)  open  (boys  9-18) 

Golf 

7)  instruction  (ages  9-18) 

2)  competitive  (ages  9-18) 

Vol 1 eyba 1  1 

1 )  hand i cap 

2)  men  1 s  1 eagues 

Dances  &  Music 

1 )  Band  Concerts 

2)  All  City  Tennis  Court  Dance 

3)  All  City  Splash  Dance 

Ski  1 1  C lasses 
1  )  hunter  safety 
2 )  sewing 

Mi  see  1 1 aneous 

1)  boys  wrestling  (ages  5-13) 

2)  horseshoes  (ages  19  S-  up) 

3  )  hand i cap  bowl i ng 

4)  Malstrom  Air  Base  Recreation 


3)  All  City  Gymnastics  Show 

4)  Hand  i cap  gymnastics 

2)  A1 I  Ci  ty  Baton  Competition 

3)  worki  ng  women  tennis 

4)  All  Ci  ty  Tennis  Tourament 

3 )  housewi f e  j  og 

4)  working  women  jog 

3)  basic  lessons 

4)  handicap  skating 

3)  basketball  camp  (ages  13-18) 

4)  open  1 eagues-a 1 1 

3 )  recrea t i on  (all) 

4)  indoor  lessons  (all) 

3)  women's  leagues 

4)  mixed  leagues 

4)  beginning  instruction-ballroom 

5)  square  dance  instruction 

6)  social  dance  instruction 

3)  low  cost  cooking 

4)  handi  cap  body  mechanics 

5 )  biking 

6)  open  gym 

7)  45+  club 
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Special  Events 

1)  Al  l  C-i  ty  Olympics 

2 )  All  City  Spel 1 i  ng  Bee 

3)  All  City  Hula  Hoop  6-  Frisbee  Tournament 

4)  Pet  Sr  Dol  1  Pa rade 


Suggested  Needs  S-  I  improvements 


5)  All  City  Bike  Rodeo 

6)  All  City  Hop  Scotch,  Jacks, 

Sr  Marble  Tou rney 

7)  All  Ci  ty  Kite  Flying  Tourney 

8)  All  City  Picnic  and  Games 


After  reviewing  the  recreation  program  with  its  wide  scope  and  variety, 
one  must  conclude  that  it  is  excellent.  There  are  however,  specfic  areas  in 
which  there  are  needs.  They  are  as  follows: 

1)  Gymnasium  Complex 

2)  Community  Center 

3)  Additional  Golf  Facalities 

4)  Diving  Tanks  for  the  swimming  pools 

5)  Coasting,  sledding,  6-  tobogganing  hill 

6)  Ski  hill  Sr  rope  tow 

7)  Increased  number  of  tennis  courts,  including  lighted  courts 

8)  A  concert  area  with  ample  seating  and  parking 
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THOUGHTS,  IDEAS,  &  SUGGESTIONS 


C  reat i ve  P 1  ay  g  rounds 

"A  bleak  open  space  paved  with  asphalt  or  concrete,  no  shelter  from  wind, 
sun,  cold  or  heat,  no  place  to  get  a  drink  of  water,  no  place  to  go  to  the 
bathroom,  and  surrounded  by  a  tall,  forbidding  fence.  What  can  a  child  do  there? 
He  swings,  he  slides,  he  seesaws,  and  he  climbs.  But  how  can  a  child  fulfill 
his  basic  inclinations  or  drives  in  such  a  place?  Apparently  we  have  built 
playgrounds  so  that  children  will  be  protected  from  the  dangers  of  the  city. 

But  is  a  child  safe  in  the  broad  sense  from  the  harm  a  city  can  do  him  when 

1 

he  is  fenced  within  this  barren  compound?" 

This  description  taken  from  Ch i 1 d!s  Play  by  David  Aaron  is  a  fairly  accurate 
assessment  of  the  playgrounds  found  in  Great  Falls.  After  viewing  each  of  the 
city's  playgrounds,  the  need  for  new  creative  playareas  is  apparent.  The 
traditional  pi ayequ i pment  is  not  an  effective  or  and  enriching  way  of  meeting 
a  child's  play  needs . 

What  Are  C rea t i ve  P 1 aygrounds? 

The  key  element  in  a  creative  playground  is  imagination.  It  is  a  place 
where  a  child  can  be  anything  he  wants —  a  fireman,  a  motorcycle  racer,  a 
cowboy.  It  is  a  place  which  is  full  of  activity,  full  of  choices.  Vet  a 
creative  playground  never  sets  limits,  or  forces  a  child  to  take  a  particular 
role.  It  is  a  safe  world,  where  a  child  can  create  his  own  world —  the  world 
of  his  imagination. 

1 

David  Aaron,  Child's  Play,  Harper  &  Row,  1965,  page  29. 
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A  New  App roach 


In  developing  new  playareas,  the  interaction  of  the  child  with  his  environ 

ment  should  be  of  prime  importance.  "Interplay  between  the  object  and  the  child 

makes  his  total  world — play.  He  exploits  the  vitality  of  his  environment  dnd 

1 

draws  upon  his  imagination  to  create  his  world."  The  present  playgrounds  in 
Great  Falls  do  not  allow  this  process  of  interplay  to  occur.  The  swings,  slides, 
and  teeter-totters  offer  the  child  a  one  dimensional  form  of  play.  They  are 
devoid  of  choice,  involvement,  and  complexity,  all  of  which  are  necessary  to 
hold  a  child's  interest  and  to  enrich  the  play  experience.  The  limiting  nature 
of  a  traditional  swing,  with  it's  repeating  back  and  forth  motion  is  non- 
creative.  The  child  is  not  challenged,  he  is  not  using  his  imagination,  he  is 
merely  occupied.  The  creation  of  an  enriched  play  envf ronmetrt.a  1  1  ows  the  child 
to  use  his  imagination,  his  creativity  and  thereby  making  his  play  a  rewarding 
exper i ence. 

Theory  of  C rea  t i ve  PI  ay 

A  better  way  to  approach  the  planning  of  play  areas  would  be  to  stop  thinking 
in  terms  of  slides,  swings  and  the  like,  and  start  thinking  in  terms  of  a  total 
play  envi  ronment,  .The  play  env^nronfment  shou  1  d  be  designed  to  provide  the  widely 
scattered  play  expefiences  of  the  child  into  a  single,  unified  area.  Climbing, 
crawling,  swinging,  jumping  should  be  part  of  this  whole.  All  of  these 
activities  should  be  brought  together  into  a  single,  unified  environment.. 

L i nked  Play 

The  establishing  of  a  play  environment;  is  like  finishing  the  boundry  of  a 
Jixsaw  pupple — it  is  then  necessary  to  fill  in  the  middle.  The  indivlual 

1 

M.  Paul  Freidberg,  Play  and  Interplay,  The  MacMillan  Company,  1970.  page  25. 
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within  the  whole  must  be  brought  together  so  the  child  can  move' from  one 
activity  to  the  next.  This  idea  of  linked  play  was  developed  b\  M.  Paul 
Friedburg  at  the  pla/grounds  he  designed  at  the  Riis  House  in  New  York  City. 

He  said  of  linked  play,  "The  moving  from  one  experience  to  the  next  is  an  ex¬ 
perience  in  itself.  The  choice  of  what  to  do  next  becomes  an  experience. 

The  more  complex  the  playground,  the  greater  the  choice  and  the  more  enriched 

1 

the  learning."  The  idea  of  linked  play  provides  activities  beyond  the  num¬ 
ber  of  pieces  of  equipment.  Instead  of  a  set  of  singular  events,  a  com¬ 
bination  of  events  are  provided  in  harmony  with  one  another.  This  allows 
the  child  an  enriched  play  exper i ence  wi th  a  limited  amount  of  equipment.' 

Safety 

In  developing  new  creative  playareas,  safety  should  be  of  utmost  importance. 
The  vast  majority  of  the  Great  Fall’s  playgrounds  are  not  very  safe.  The 
play  environment  should  be  seperated  from  the  world  outside.  This  does  not  mean 
you  fence  the  area  off,  so  the  child  feels  like  he  is  in  a  cage.  Rather, 
the  exclusiveness  of  the  grounds  can  better  be  achieved  by  creating  changes  in 
topography  on  the  areas  boundries.  The  use  of  mounds  and  hills  not  only  aids 
safety,  but  it  also  improves  the  total  area  environment. 

Once  the  play  area  is  seperated,  the  safety  of  the  playground  itself  must 
be  established.  The  use  of  sand,  rubberized  asphalt,  wood  chips,  or  grass, 
are  all  superior  materials  to  the  asphalt  upon  which  most  of  I  he  city’s  play 
equipment  &Tt$.  The  removal  of  the  p^gsfent • dangerous  equipment  would  also 


1 

M.  Paul  Freidberg,  Play  and  Interplay.  The  MacMillan  Company,  1970,  Page  44. 
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greatly  enhance  safety.  Swings,  with  their  metal  parts  can  be  lethal.  The 
traditional  slide,  if  fallen  from,  can  deal  a  serious  injure  to  the  child. 

The  need  to  examine  each  playing  surface  and  each  piece  of  play  equipment,  is  a 
necessary  step  to  safe  playgrounds. 

Adventu re  Playgrounds 

Thus  far,  the  playgrounds  dealt  with  have  been  created  by  adults  for 
children.  Certainly,  this  type  of  creative,  well  designed  play  environment 
are  superior  to  the  city's  present  play  areas.  There  are,  however,  other  types 
of  play  areas  which  are  perhaps  more  beneficial  to  the  child.  These  areas 
called  'adventure  playgrounds'  provide  the  child  with  "a  vacant  lot  offering 

a  variety  of  movable  scrap  or  junk  material,  tools,  and  above  all,  the  potential 

1 

for  creative  activity."  Adventures  playgrounds  are  play  worlds  which  the 
child  himself  creates. 

This  combination  of  diverse  elements  is  made  practical  and  safe  by  the 
city's  recreation  department  providing  a  play  leader.  Similiar  to  a  lifeguard 
at  a  pool ,  the  play  leader  watchs  the  children  and  interferes  with  their  activity 
only  when  their  safety  is  threatened.  The  rest  of  the  time  the  children  are 
allowed  to  build  and  create  their  own  world  from  the  materials  provided. 

The  adventure  playground  requires  only  minor  capital  expenditures.  Most 
of  the  necessary  materials  are  used  and  can  be  obtained  through  donations. 
Maintenance  of  such  areas  is  also  minimal,  as  the  playground  is  constantly  being 


Karen  &  Bob  Votava,  Parents  Magazi ne,  "Adventure  Uni imi ted. .. .Where  Plays 
the  Thing",  August  1973,  page  45. 
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remade  by  the  children.  The  child's  play,  the  process  of  rearranging  and 
creating,  may  look  messy  to  the  adult  observer.  What  appears  to  be  a  main¬ 
tenance  problem  is  a  product  of  the  child's  creativity  and  an  enrichment  of 
his  life. 

Examples 

To  better  understand  what  creative  playgrounds  are,  the  following  ex¬ 
amples  will  illustrate  several  possibilities  which  were  built  in  Bellingham 
Washington  Elementary  Schools.  They  are  but  a  few  of  the  infinite  possible 
combi nat i ons . 
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Bikes  Section 


The  use  of  the  bicycle  as  a  form  of  tr&nsportatii  on  is  becoming  more  and 
more  popular  in  the  Great  Falls  area.  The  city  is  particularly  suited  to  the 
bike,  as  the  terrain  is  relatively  flat.  Although  the  topography  is  well  suited 
to  bicycling,  there  is  a  need  to  provide  greater  safety  and  accessibility  for 

the  bi cycl i st . 

The  users  of  the  bicycle  can  be  divided  into  two  categories — recreational 
users  and  utility  users.  "For  the  recreational  cyclist,  such  as  racers,  tourers, 
excercisers,  and  general  pleasure  riders,  the  trip  itself  is  the  objective 
and  scenic  routes  are  a  desirable  feature  of  the  cycle  facility.  For  the  utility 

oriented  cyclists  the  objective  is  to  reach  a  specfic  destination  and  the 

1 

bicycle  is  merely  a  method  for  making  the  trip." 

B i ke  Paths 

In  providing  safe  bicycling  for  these  two  groups,  it  is  necessary  to  develop 
a  system  of  bike  paths  which  meets  the  needs  of  both.  The  objective  of  such 
a  system  should  be  as  follows: 

1)  Provide  good  transportation  continuity. 

2)  Afford  safe  and  convenient  community  wide  accessibility  equal  too  or 
better  than  that  provided  by  the  automobile. 

3)  Provide  a  system  of  transportation  links  in  which  traffic  conflicts  are 
minimi  zed. 

4)  Provide  a  aetwork  grid  in  which  spacing  of  indiviual  paths  are  less  than 
1/3  of  a  mile  apart. 


1 

The  Amer i can  City,  May  1973,  Vol .  88  No.  5,  page  86. 
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5)  Provide  the  most  direct  route  possible  between  residental  areas  and 
community  centers. 

6)  The  maximum  grade  of  the  bike  paths  should  be  5%  or  less. 

7)  A  two  way  bikeway  having  a  minimum  width  of  eight  feet,  and  a  one  way 
facility  with  a  minimum  of  four  feet  to  allow  for  passing. 

I ntergrati on  Wj  th  The 
Total  T ransportat i on  System 

To  achieve  these  ends  in  a  rational  manner,  it  is  necessary  that  bike 
paths  be  an  intergal  part  of  the  total  transportation  system.  Such  a  process 
of  intergration  of  all  transportation  facilities  is  possible  and  has  been 
outlined  on  the  map  which  follows.  This  map  shows  the  transportation  system 
proposed  by  Bob  Livessy,  the  city's  traffic  engineer.  It  can  be  seen  that  the 
bike  path  system  is  an  intergal  part  of  the  overral  transportation  picture, 
and  meets  the  objectives  outlined  earlier. 

Construct?  on 

There  are  several  possible  methods  of  bike  path  construction  which  are 
readily  adaptible  to  Great  Falls  streets.  The  drawings  on  pages  84  S-  85 
illustrate  four  possibilities.  In  each  proposal,  seperation  of  vehicles  and 
bikes  is  achieved  by  painting  stripes  on  existing  roadbeds.  This  method,  as 
opposed  to  building  seperate  bike  paths  or  using  concrete  dividers,  could 
be  installed  with  a  minimum  of  cost.  The  city'  traffic  engineer  estimates  the 
cost  of  the  entire  proposal  at  $2,000.  On  page  86  is  an  example  of  the 
marking  sign  which  should  be  used. for  the  system. 
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BIKE  ROUTE  SIGN 


Use 


A  nationally -approved  sign  for  marking  an  officially  designated  bicycle 
trail. 

Material 

Alloy  aluminum  or  any  other  suitable  metal,  plastic, or  high-density  plywood. 
Finish 

Ref  1 ector i zed  if  to  be  used  at  night  by  bicycles  and  automobiles,  but 
otherwise  not  required. 

Col ors 

Standard  Interstate  Green,  white. 

Gauge  of  Metal 

Suggested:  .064" 

Dimens i ons 


24"  by  13"  mounted  as  horizontal  rectangle. 


Des i gn 


A  bicyle  symbol;  the  words  BIKE  ROUTE  in  3"  Series  C  letters. 
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Bike  Safety  Guidelines 


In  developing  a  safe  bicycling  city,  the  awareness  and  caution  fo  the 
bike  rider  is  as  much  a  factor  as  well  designed  bike  paths.  This  educational 
process  is  necessary  for  not  only  the  cyclist,  but  also  for  the  motorist  with 
whom  he  must  share  the  road.  The  bicyclist  has  certain  responsibilities, 
which  are  outlined  as  follows. 

1)  Safe  bike  riding  requires  the  cyclist  to  be  aware  and  cautious  of 
automobiles  and  pedistrians. 

2)  Obey  traffic  laws  and  signals  when  riding  a  bicycle. 

3)  Make  automobiles  and  pedestrians  aware  of  your  intentions  through  the 
use  of  hand  signals  and  verbal  warnings.  In  addition,  watch  for  the 
signals  of  autos,  pedestrians,  and  other  bicyclists. 

4)  A  bicyclist  should  never  hold  on  to  a  car  or  any  other  vehicle. 

5)  Do  not  ride  more  people  on  a  bicycle  than  it  was  built  to  carry. 

6)  A  bicycle  should  be  well  maintained,  licensed,  and  in  safe  running  condi 

/)  Use  lights  and  reflectors  for  good  visibility  at  night. 

8)  Ride  with  the  flow  of  traffic. 

9)  Be  aware  of  parked  vehicles. 

10)  Stay  near  the  curb  or  edge  of  road,  but  not  in  the  loose  gravel. 

These  basic  rules  were  developed  in  an  effort  to  stimulate  this  awareness 
process.  The  adoption  of  these  ten  basic  rules  by  the  city  and  distribution 
through  out  the  schools  would  further  this  end. and  make  Great  Falls  a  safe  place 


to  r  i  de  a  bi  ke. 


Other  Suggest i ons  &  I deas 


During  this  internsip,  many  interviews,  conversations,  and  just  plain 
talks  took  place.  These  sessions  generated  many  creative  ideas,  which 

would  be  useful  to  consider  during  any  development  planning.  Amoung  these 
sugestions  were: 

-  Develop  a  nursey  in  one  of  the  parks  which  would  grow  and  develop 
the  plant  that  are  indigenous  to  Montana. 

-  Develop  a  wildlife  zoo  in  which  the  animals  native  to  Montana  can  be 
seen  in  their  nature  habitat. 

-  Develop  a  city  camping  area. 

-  Develpp  a  boat  marina  in  the  Broadwater  Bay  area. 

-  Develop  a  scenic  boat  excursion  tour  up  the  Missouri  to  be  run  by  the 

city.  1 

-  Build  and  operate  a  hedge  maze  for  people. 

-  Develop  the  Central  Business  District  through  a  downtown  mall. 

-  Develop  a  city  tour  for  out  of  town  vistors. 
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MPLEMEN1ATI9N 


I MPLEMENTATI ON 


A  Comprehens i ve  P lan 

In  essence,  the  best  way  of  seeing  the  goals  and  objectives  of  this  plan 
put  into  actuality  would  be  for  them  to  be  made  part  of  a  good  community  wide 
comprehensive  plan.  Such  overall  planning  would  give  the  city  a  gommon  direction 
and  a  single  plan  of  action.  The  problem  of  this  study  has  been  that  park  and 
recreation  planning  is  but  a  single  part  of  the  total  picture.  As  Goodman  S- 
Freund  said  in  their  book,  The  Principle  S-  Pracitiees  of  Urban  Planning, 
"Planning  for  parks,  for  tourism,  and  for  amenities  cannot  be  undertaken  as 
a  single  function.  Open  space  planning  must  be  intergrated  with  all  other  land 

use , economi c ,  social,  and  transportation  considerations  involved  in  community, 

1 

regional,  and  state  planning." 

The  devel opment • of  an  effective  comprehensive  plan  is  the  initial  step 
of  the  implementation  process.  The  comprehesive  plan  is  the  basic  tool  of  car¬ 
rying  out  its  own  proposals.  It  allows  each  of  the  city's  vested  interests- 
commerical,  governmental,  industrial,  open  space,  residental  and  social-  to 
plan  in  accord  with  each  other.  This  coordination  between  interest  groups  allows 
all  indiviual  planning  to  procede  along  common  guidelines. 


Goodman  £-  Freund,  The  Pr?  nci pies  and  Pract 1 ces  of  U rban  P 1 ann i nq .  1968, 
page  188. 
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The  Env i ronment 


A  comprehensive  look  at  the  people  of  the  city  is  of  the  utmost  importance. 
Unless  the  total  Great  Falls  community  is  considered  in  the  planning  of  the 
park  and  recreation  system,  the  plans  will  be  severly  weakened.  The  facilities 
which  are  built  and  the  parks  which  are  developed,  must  be  examined  in  terms  of 
the  people  who  will  use  them.  This  linkage  between  the  people  and  any  new 
facilities  is  of  prime  importance.  The  question  should  be  asked  Are  we  meeting 
the  needs,  wants  and  desires  of  the  people?  If  the  answer  is  no,  we  must  take 

another  look  at  the  ple#r  and  consider  new  alternatives. 

In  planning  new  parks  and  recreational  facilities,  we  should  not  merely 
consider  the  parts  and  forget  the  whole  environment.  The  value  of  a  park  or 
a  new  youth  center,  no  matter  how  well  planned,  is  greatly  lessened  by  a  junk- 
yark  as  a  neighbor.  This  is  not  to  say  that  new  facilities  are  not  needed, 
for  they  certainly  are.  The  point  is  we  must  be  aware  of  the  environment  in 
which  they  are  beidg  built.  As  M.  Paul  Freidburg  said,  "To  Overlook  the 
environment  and  think  only  of  facilities  is  to  embroider  on  worn  fabric." 

Consol i dat i on 

One  step,  in  terms  of  implementing  the  plans  setlforth  in  this  import,  is 
to  avoid  duplication  in  the  area  of  open  space.  One  single  munacipal  department 
should  have  juri sdi ctiom.over  all  open  space--  all  boulevards,  all  sidewalks, 
all  playgrounds,  all  space  around  public  buildings,  all  parks,  and  over  the 

M.  Paul  Freidburg,  Play  and  Interplay,  The  MacMillan  Company,  1970,  page  79. 
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entire  recreation  program  which  uses  these  open  spaces.  Only  such  a  single  a- 
gency  can  handle  the  problems  of  open  space  on  a  comprehensive  basis.  Such 
an  all  embracing  agency  would  avoid  the  costly  problem  of  duplication,  and 
overlapping  of  planning.  Creation  of  such  an  agency  is  strictly  an-,  administra¬ 
tive  move  and  on  which  should  be  make  by  the  city  government. 

P r i va te  Groups 

Any  suggestions  made  in  this  plan  have  one  common  element — they  all  cost 
money.  The  age  old  question,  "How  do  we  pay  for  it?1.',  is  part  of  this  and 
any  city  improvement  program.  Certainly  funds  for  public  works  will  come  from 
the  city  government,  but  othersources  of  funding  are  available.  Civic 
minded  groups,  such  as  the  Lionss  and  the  Kiwanis,  have  already  shown  a  willingness 
to  help  develop  the  city'  park  and  recreation  system.  This  service  group 
action  should  be  encouraged  and  expanded. 

The  benefits  of  private  group  contributions  are  several  fold.  First,  the 
city  benefits  from  having  better  parks  and  facilities.  Secondly,  the  groups  can 
readily  see  what  their  donation  has  bought.  Finally,  these  private  contributions 
instill  a  sense  of  civic  pride,  which  is  an  all  important  element  in  any 
improvement  program. 

Private  funding  of  open  space  is  also  possible  through  private  developers. 

The  city's  law  requiring  a  parcel  of  parkland  be  set  aside  in  any  residental 
development,  is  one  such  method.  Other  methods  of  acquiring  such  lands  could 
involve  tax  breaks.  For  instance,  if  a  private  developer  makes  a  park  above 
his  downtown  parking  lot,  he  should  receive  a  property  tax  reduction.  The 
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developer  is  thus  given  an  incentive  to  create  a  menaingful  open  space  where 

» 

otherwise  would  be  a  public  eyesore.  "Benefits  accrue  to  all:  the  developer 
gets  a  bonus,  the  residents  and  surrounding  community  get  a  better  environment, 

and  the  city  gets  its  public  facilities  without  spending  large  amounts  of 

1 

pub  1 i c  money 
Grantsman 

In  the  area  of  funding,  one  very  important  source  has  been  neglected,  that 
of  governmental  funds  outside  of  the  city.  Revenue  from  state  and  federal  a- 
gencies  is  available  for  open  space  development.  This  money,  however  is  often 
times  difficult  to  find.  New  grants  and  programs  are  constantly  arising..  To 
capitalize  on  these  funds,  there  is  a  need  for  a  grantsman.  The  task  of  finding 
and  writing  grants  for  funding  should  be  assigned  on  a  full-time  basis  to  an 
indiviual  whose  job  is  simply  that— to  gain  outside  funding  for  open  space. 

The  main  problem  with  the  present  situation  is  a  matter  of  time  or  rather  a 
lack  of  it.  The  Park  and  Recreation  directors  do  not  have  the  time  or  expetrtice 

to  research  and  write  grants. 

A  grantsman  who  is  skilled  in  the  area  of  funding  could  be  one  of  the  city's 
greatest  assets.  Certainly  such  an  indiviual  could  pay  his  own  salary  by  the 
funding  he  brought  in,  and  most  likely  several  times  more.  These  grants  could 
prove  to  be  a  windfall  for  the  6pen  space  of  Great  Falls,  but  first  it  is  nesessary 
to  secure  them,  and  that  is  the  joo  for  a  full-time  expert. 


M.  Paul  Freidburg,  Play  and  Interplay.  The  MacMillan  Company,  1970,  page  158. 
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This  intern  report  was  read  and  accepted  by  a  staff  member  at: 

Agency:  Park  and  Recreation  Board,  City  of  Great  Falls 

Address:  2723  4th  Avenue,  North 

Great  Falls,  Montana  59401 

This  report  was  completed  by  a  WICHE  intern.  This  intern's 
project  was  part  of  the  Resources  Development  Internship  Program 
administered  by  the  Western  Interstate  Commission  for  Higher 
Education  (WICHE). 

The  purpose  of  the  internship  program  is  to  bring  organizations 
involved  in  community  and  economic  development,  environmental  problems 
and  the  humanities  together  with  institutions  of  higher  education 
and  their  students  in  the  West  for  the  benefit  of  all. 

For  these  organizations,  the  intern  program  provides  the  problem¬ 
solving  talents  of  student  manpower  while  making  the  resources  of 
universities  and  colleges  more  available.  For  institutions  of  higher 
education,  the  program  provides  relevant  field  education  for  their 
students  while  building  their  capacity  for  problem-solving. 

WICHE  is  an  organization  in  the  West  uniquely  suited  for  sponsor¬ 
ing  such  a  program.  It  is  an  interstate  agency  formed  by  the  thir¬ 
teen  western  states  for  the  specific  purpose  of  relating  the  resources 
of  higher  education  to  the  needs  of  western  citizens.  WICHE  has  been 
concerned  with  a  broad  range  of  community  needs  in  the  West  for  some 
time,*  insofar  as  they  bear  directly  on  the  well-being  of  western 
peoples  and  the  future  of  higher  education  in  the  West.  WICHE  feels 
that  the  internship  program  is  one  method  for  meeting  its  obligations 
within  the  thirteen  western  states.  In  its  efforts  to  achieve  these 
objectives,  WICHE  appreciates  having  received  the  generous  support 
and  assistance  of  the  Economic  Development  Administration;  the  Jessie 
Smith  Noyes  Foundation;  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Humanities; 
the  National  Science  Foundation;  the  Division  of  Education  of  HEW; 
and  of  innumerable  local  leaders  and  community  organizations,  in¬ 
cluding  the  agency  that  sponsored  this  intern  project. 

For  further  information,  write  Bob  Hul 1 inghorst ,  Director, 
Resources  Development  Internship  Program,  WICHE,  Drawer  ' P * ,  Boulder, 
Colorado  80302,  (303)  443-6144. 
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